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By Nate Rosenthal
Turley Publications Sports 

Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The Chicopee wres-
tling program has come a long way in 
three short years, but the path itself has 
been a long and winding one. And the 
man most responsible for bringing wres-
tling to Chicopee, Burt Berger, was hon-
ored before the Pacers recent match with 
Cathedral.

Berger came to Chicopee Academy 
that night to do what he always does — 
watch a wrestling match.  But something 
seemed different when he got there.  

“There were more people,” he said, 
“then I saw Coach (Doug) Parker, my 
old high school and college coach.  I 
thought that something was up.  My wife 
had been acting strangely, as well.”  

Then it all became clear.  
“I feel so blessed and I am happy 

that wrestling in Chicopee has become 
so important,” Berger said. “It will only 
get better.”

Burt Berger has a long and illus-
trious career in wrestling. A native of 
Hamburg in upstate New York, he began 
wrestling at Hamburg High in 1951. 
Berger managed to stay in the 157 pound 
class through high school and continued 
at that level when he went to Springfield. 
As a high school wrestler, he was cap-
tain of the 1954-1955 New York State 
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The father of Chicopee wrestling Bert Berger (third from left) was honored in a prematch ceremony before the Pacers 
faced Cathedral. Also pictured are (from left to right): head coach Jeff Bouyea, Berger’s former coach Doug Parker and 
Chicopee assistant coach Keith Polosky.

Chicopee wrestling honors Berger

Chicopee Allcare shut down 
New Year’s Day without notice

By Kathleen Mitchell
Staff writer

CHICOPEE – On New Year’s Eve, 
Allcare Dental Inc. went out of busi-
ness, closing the doors to their office in 
Chicopee and 55 other locations with-
out giving any notice to employees or 
patients.

The New York based chain is expect-
ed to file for bankruptcy soon. However, 

that doesn’t help those who paid for 
crowns, dentures or other services in 
advance. Many have been upset as they 
were left high and dry and have not been 
able to access their dental records.

In recent weeks, HHC, which is the 
parent company of Holyoke and Chicopee 
Health Centers, took steps to save the 
day. They completed an agreement which 
allowed them to take all of the local dental 
records from the Allstate office, as well as 
crowns, dentures or other dental appartus 
that were sitting in their office waiting to 

Holyoke/Chicopee Health Care 
resolves Allcare Dental issues

By Kathleen Mitchell
Staff writer

CHICOPEE – Massachusetts Army 
National Guard Staff Sgt. Luis Dejesus 
returned from Afghanistan on Sunday, 
Feb. 6 for a two week leave. He is thrilled 
to see his family members and children 
– his 19-year-old daughter Briellie and 

his sons, Darrian, 8 and Luis Jr., 6, -- but 
also had a mission he was determined to 
accomplish during the time allotted to 
him for rest and recovery.

On Tuesday, two days after arriving 
home, Dejesus presented Mayor Michael 
Bissonnette with an American flag which 
was flown in the face of the enemy in 

City receives flag 
flown in Afghanistan

 Ruling may open up new 
living alternatives for seniors

By Pamela H. Metaxas
Correspondent

CHICOPEE -  City officials are tout-
ing the benefits of a new senior overlay 
zone which was recently approved by the 
City Council and offers more control and 
diversity to potential developers.

The new zoning district was unani-
mously approved by the City Council fol-
lowing a second and final reading and 

review by the Ordinance Committee.
City Planner Kate Brown said the 

new Senior Overlay Zone is an addition 
to Chapter 275-69 and its purpose is to 
provide residential alternatives for senior 
citizens in nursing homes, assisted living 
facilities and over 55-restricted housing 
units.

Previously, the over 55-unit options 
came under Residential C, said Brown, 
but the issue was that other housing and 
development is also allowed under this 
section.

The new zoning overlay district 

City Council approves 
senior overlay zone
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From left, Miguel Dejesus Sr., Air Force Reservist Senior Airman Miguel Dejesus Jr., 
Massachusetts Army National Guard Staff Sgt. Luis Dejesus, their mother, Linda 
Champagne, Mayor Michael Bissonnette and Luis’s sons Darrian and Luis Jr.
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